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-To the K E Al DER. 
"Liter tas been it and th 
E, y bas been ſeen by many 12 a wi have 
| adviſed to print it; and as there are — many Families 
that have not ſo much as a Form of Godlineſs, and 
many, that have ſont Form, who 150 Strangers to the 
Power and Gract of it, who goon in a Round of ſome 
Duties like the Phariſtes of old, having the ſame 
Spirit and Faith they had, belitviti they fei te 
ſavell for their dn Gotdrieſs, Mur kr and Duties, 
Zeing Strangers to the Teachings of God by his Spirit, 

' that reveals Things to Babes gubich are bid 2 the 
Te and R Matt. XL 25. 1. Cor. Chap ii. 
$a think not Alan it, or mock and ſcuſt us it; 
"I they 5 not the Things of the Spirit, count then: 
*Feoltfpneſs, don't know or diſcern them, becauſe they 


have n irit, bence they know not that they 
22 e, hy 


Iplefs Sinners, Luke xviii.-x3. 
ii. 27. that 3 own Works and Righteonſ- 
as can never juftify and ſave, them, Rom. iii, 20. 
X. 2, 3- and alſo, they know nit Jeſus Chriſt the 
Tori bf Gloty ; they Luo the Name of, Jeſus Cbriſt, 
aud call him Saviour, bur the Glory of his Perſo by, 
ur "rhe only begotten of the Father 1 
how he ſavesz or what it is to be ſaved by him, or 10 
2 believe and truſl in him for vation, or the mai 
Scope of the en kurt; and, as it is written for Meg 
Ph of /uthy if. the Ton pleaſe to bleſs it to 
_ that End; 1 hope ib Lovers of our Lord, and his 
2 will 55 it, that, iſ they cannot preach them- 
ves, they may by lending or giving this io them; 
50, if the Lord will pleaſe to actept and Her this 
when th I foal rejoices as ter 48 the lea 1 Re- 
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| Dear IN and Maran, 


my R ACE, Many, and Peace; 
If 2 + be multiplied” to you, thro 
the Knowledge of God, and 
N Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Paſ- 
9 42 ſing by one Evening I faw 
Madam reading, which 1 
ſpoke of, and was told you were very re- 
ligious Perſons, Which put me upon think- 
ing it a Pity any ſuch ſhould fail of _— 
Glory; but that fome ſuch do, Far 
evident in the Word of divine Truth. 
Scribes and the Phariſees were very 9 a 


— 
* ECM. 
- 


and fo was Paul when a Perſecutor, and 


{o are many blinded Papiſts : The Apo- 
ſtle, writing to the Romans, ſays; Chap: 
ix. Ver. 30, 31. What ſhall we fay then ? 
that the Gentiles, which lowed not af- 


ter Righteouſneſs, have attained to Righ- 


teouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs which is 
of Faith. But Iſrael, which followed af. 


ter the Law of Righteouſneſs, hath" not 


attained to the Law of Righteouſneſs, This 


Righteouſneſs the Gentiles attained, though 


B they 


£44. 
they did not ſeek it, and Iſrael did not at- 
rx though they ſought or followed after 
| KR; is the Righteouſnels of Chriſt, who is 
culled the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Fer. xxiii. 
6. His Righteouſneſs alone is the Righte- 
d0uſneſs in which all the Saved, from the 
Beginning to the End of Time, are juſti- 
fied and brought to Glory, ſee Jaiab xlv. 
24, 25. Chap. liv. 17. and Ixi. 10. Matt. 
V. 20. Rom, iii. 21, 32. v. 17, 18, 19. 
This Righteouſneſs Paul deſired to be found 
in, Phil. iii. 9. and this is,the Righteouſ- 
neſs Iſrael did not attain; and the Reaſon 
 Ifrael did not attain it is rendered in Ver. 32. 
Wherefore becauſe they fought it not by 
Faith, but as it were by the Works of the 
Law, (or they did not {eek it in Chriſt, where 
alone it is to be had) but by their own keep- 
ing the Law, or following Righteouſneſs, 
where it can never be had. Rom. iii. 20. 
For they ſtumbled at the ſtumbling Stene; 
they did not reſt and rely for their whole 
Salvation on Chriſt, the Stone and Rock of 
Iſrael, Gen. xlix. 24. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. the 
ſure Foundation God has laid in Zion, the 
| Rock on which the Church has ever been 
built. But Iſrael did not tay on this Rock, 
but ſtumbled or made little Account of 
him; but mainly relied on their Works and 
Duties for Salvation, which is the Caſe of 


e of zealous Profeſſors Naw, as it 
Was. 


— 


| | 3 1 
vas then; as he further ſays, Rom. x. 2, 3. 
For I bear them Record, that they have a 
Zeal of God, but not according to Know- 
ledge; for they being ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteſouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs 
of God. Here it is evident, Perſons may 
be very zealous, or have a Zeal of God, 
yet being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, 
or of the flaming Holineſs and Purity of his 
Nature, whereby he hates all Sin, is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. Hab. 
1. 13. From Ignorance of his menus 
Righteouneſs, Men go about to eſtablith 
their own Righteouſneſs; think their own 
Righteouſneſs, tho' imperfect, being mixt 
with Sin, will pleaſe God, and fave them; 
tho' the Scriptures declare the contrary. See 
wy ix. 20. P/alm. exliii. 2. Iſa. Ixiv. 6. 
Ixv. 5. Rom. iii. 20. Epheſ. ii. ix. And 
theſe do not ſubmit themſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of God, or the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt , the God-man Redeemer ; but © 
think their own will do, not knowing the 
Filth and Pollution of Sin that cleaves to 
their own Righteouſneſs, which makes it 
filthy Rags; but are pleaſing, nay priding 
themſelves in it, and fo do not ſee a need 
of having theſe filthy Garments taken away 
from them; and, as poor, naked, ragged 
a | 2 Souls 
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Souls, to need a change of Raiment, a given 
Righteouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, Zach. iii. 4. Matt. Xxii. 11, 12. 
Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. Phil. iii. 8, 9. the 
Righteouſneſs Paul and every enlightened 
Soul defires to be found in, and without it 
there is no Salvation, though Iſrael of old, 
and many Profeſſors now, will not ſubmit, 
or be beholden to Chriſt for it, who is the 
End of the Law, for Righteouſneſs to or 
for every one that believeth. Rom. viii. 3, 
4- x. 4. Eaving fulfilled it for them, by 
which God is well pleaſed with them. J1/az. 
xlii. 21. Matt. iii. 17. Whereas ſuch as 
depend on their own Works will be rejected. 
Matt. vii. 21, 22, 23. But J hope you do 
not think I am cenſuring or judging you to 
.be ſuch, for I do not perſonally know you, 
but as there has been, and are, many ſuch, 
I would, in love to your precious Souls, 
which are of more Value than the World, 
caution you; and as there's a deceitful 
Devil, and we are. in a deceitful World, 
and which is worſe, have deceitful Hearts, 
above all Things, I hope you will not be 
angry with me for my Love, for if you have 
the Happineſs to be right, are Trees 
planted i in God's Houſe, Jeſus Chriſt, by 


the Father's Right-hand; what I here write. 
will tend to make you take deeper Root, 


and bring forth more Fruit, and further 


Af. 


't 1k 

Aﬀuratce of your being right, P Palm. xcii, 

13. Matt. xv. 13. John xv. 1, 2. 
But if there be a Poſſibility of your being 
wrong, and God ſhould make uſe of what 
is here written, to bring you from Adam 
and Moſes, to Chriſt; from the Sand of 
Works and Duties, to found on the Rock 
Chriſt; in -his Suretiſhip and. Covenant 
Engagements, Redemption Blood, godlike 
Righteouſneſs, and powerful Interceſſion; 
which will ſtand againſt all Storms and 
Tempeſts whatever, then you will praiſe 
and glorify God for his Love and Grace to- 
wards you, to the endleſs Ages of Eternity, 
1jai. xliii. 1, 2. Matt. vii. 24, 25. For 
if it ſhould be uſeful for ſuch a glorious 
End; as God can make uſe of what he 
pleaſes: He uſed Ram's Horns to throw 
down the Walls of Jericho: And if he 
attend with his Power and Blefiing, this 
feeble Means, all the Glory belongs to him, 
Pſal. xcvi. 7, 8. and none to the nothing 
Inſtrument, 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. who at belt 
is but an unprofitable Servant. But pleaſe 
to give me Leave to offer a few Things, | 
further to your Conſideration. | 
Firſt, Have you been made ſenſible of 
Original, or your Birth Sin, 2s the ninth 
Article of the Church calls it? Which is a 
being guilty of Adam's Sin, in his eating 
te forbidden Fruit, See Rom. v. 12. which 
+: (ay 5s 


Evil; 


s is their aan as David, P/al, li. 5. 


4 : 

41 
Wherefore, as by one Man Sin enter'd 
Mo the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo 
ath paſſed upon all Men, * that all have 
Wned. Here it is plain, by one Man, even 
Adam, (who was the Repreſentative, and 


Covenant Head of all Mankind) Sin entered 


into the World: And it ſpread over all 
Mankind, for all have ſinned; the Text ſays, 
when he ſinned, all Men finned in him, or 
were guilty, for which, Death paſſed on 


them. They ate guilty of his Sin, for 


which Judgment came on all Men to Con- 
demnation, as in the following Verſes, ſo 
as they are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, ſo 
they are dead in Law. Epbeſ. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
And not only guilty, and fo under Con- 


demnation; but all Mankind have derived 


from thence, an evil, ſinful, and corrupted 
Nature. Man, that was made after God's 


Image, holy and upright, is far gone from 


original SF teouſneſs, and is inclined to 
e forecited Article truly ſays. 

And God's Word teſtifies the ſame, Gen. 
vi. 5. Job xiv. 4. Pjal. xtv. 1, 2, 3. Rom. 

iii. 10, 11. So the Nature of Man is con- 

trary to God and Good; being wholly Evil, 

as the Article ſays, the Wiſdom, Affection, 
or Deſire of the Fleſh is not ſubje& to the 


Law of God ; but is Enmity to God, Rom. 


viii. 7. The truly Gracious are ſenſible 


and 


: . 

and Ifaiah, Chap. vi. 5. Paul, Rom. vir 
14, 18. And the Men that compoſed the 
Articles, knew this to be Man's Condition. 
If you do not apprehend this to be your 
Sar Rows ſurely it 1s becauſe you are in 
Darkneſs, and are not yet Light in the 
Lord, Ephef v. 8. Cal. i. 13. For whom 
the Spirit enlightens, he convinces of Sin- 
of the Sinfulneſs of Nature, and of Practice, 
ariſing from it; and of their miſerable State 
on Account thereof, Jobn xvi. 8, 9. Ads 
ii. 37. that they may really look out for 
Salvation, to Chriſt, who is he alone in 
whom is Salvation for loſt e Matt. 
at. . 
I am ſenſible the Church of Non ans 

moſt of the Church of England, ſay original 
Sin is done away by Baptiſm; but it is utterly 


without Foundation: If Baptiſm puts it | 


away, then ſurely Circumciſion would have 
put it away; then David, Iſaiah, and Paul 
would not have had it: Paul writes, in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion, nor Un- 
circumciſion, availeth any Thing, but Faith, 

which worketh by Love, from the new 
Creature Principle, Gal. v. 6. vi. 15. The 


_ Notion of Baptiſm taking away Sin, or 


making the Perſon baptized a Child of God, 
or gracious, ariſes from a groſs Miſtake 
Men make; which Men are prone to, eſpe- 
ah in divige Things, : as "they did who 
| . 
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taught Perſons could not be ſaved without 


Circumciſion, As xv. 1. And ſo many 
now make Baptiſm to be, what it is but a 

Sign of, put the Shadow for the Subſtance, 
to the deceiving and ruin of Thouſands of 


precious Souls. The 27th Article of the 


Church, of Baptiſm, ſays it is a Sign of 


Regeneration, or new Birth, whereby, as 


by an Inſtrument, they that receive Baptiſm 


1 rightly, are grafted into the Church: The 


Promiſes of Forgiveneſs of Sins, and of our 


Adoption to be the Sons of God, by the 


Holy Ghoſt, are viſibly ſignified and ſealed: 
Flaith is confirmed, and Grace is increaſed, 
by Virtue of Prayer to God. Here this 
Article ſays Baptiſm is a Sign, or ſignifies IJ 


theſe Things, ſo it cannot be the Thing it- 


ſelf; nor can it work or cauſe theſe Things 
to be in any. The Papiſts ſay it does, but 
our old Proteſtants all oppoſe them (See 
Roger's Expoſition of the Church Articles," 
Page 16c). But if Baptiſm be a Siga of 


Regeneration, &c., then thoſe that are 


- rightly baptized, muſt have the Things 
| fignitied in them before they are baptized; 
or elſe the Sign cannot be a true one, but 
a falſe Sign. And Scripture ſhews Perſons 
ſhould ſirſt be regenerate, believe and repent, 
before they are baptized. We read of many 
being baptized by John in Jordan, con- 
CY their Sins ; which ſhews iy were 


| « 0G 


1 5 
Fegenerate, and that he rejected others; calls 
— a Generation of Vipers, ſhewing they 


were unfit for it, Matt. iii. 6-9. And | 


Chriſt commiſſioned the Apoſtles, firſt to 
teach, and then baptize, Matt. xxviii. 19. 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. and they kept to their 
Commiſſion, as the Book called the Acts of 
the Apoſtles ſhew; when they ſaw Signs of 


their being regenerate, born again, born of 
the Spirit, and ſo Sons of God, then they 
baptized them, as As ii. 37, 38. viii. 12. 


Philip would not baptize the Eunuch till 


he had confeſſed his believing in Chriſt, 
Verſes 36, 37, 38. ſo Chap. x. 37. Peter 
ſays, can any Man forbid Water that theſe 
ſhould not be baptized, which have received 


the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we? Which 


ſhewed they were regenerate, or born of | 


the Spirit, as 1 John iii. 24. who, by the 
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Operation of God the Spirit, believe / Gol. | 


ii. 12.) they are ſaved by the Death, Burial, 


and Reſurrection of Chriſt, which Baptiſm 
is a Sign of, compare Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. with 


viii. 32, 33, 34. I may note here, the 
People called Baptiſts ſeem to be right, who 


dq not baptize till Perſons profeſs theit 
Paith in Chriſt, and there be ſome Hopes f 


of their being regenerate, for then Baptiſin 
is a true Sign of inward and ſpiritual Grace, 


as the Church Catechiſm ſays; and if the 
ſpiritual Grace be wanting, -Baptiſm and - 
the Lord's OO are but falſe Signs, by 


C | which 


3 { 12 ] 1 

which Souls will be deceived; and as they 
read and ſeek their Rule in the Bible, the 
Charter of Heaven, for Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip, and hold the Church Articles in the 
doctrinal Part, perhaps more then the 
Clergy do, then they ſhould not be con- 
temned, but Men are prone to deſpiſe the 
| beſt Things, John vii. 48, 49. Adds xxviii. 
23. 8 6 | 
SGeconaly, T in Love would put it to you 
to anſwer it to the Heart ſearching God, 
and your own Conſcience: Do you know _ 
any Thing of being regenerate, or being 

born of God, of his Spirit? Fohr i. 13. iii. 


3. 5. 6. Of your being God's Workman- 


ſhip, made by him a new Creature, being 
| created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works? 
2 Cor. v. 17. Epbeſ. ii. 10. If it be fo with 
| you, there is a very great Change in you; 
God has made you to differ from what you 
| once were, by giving to you the Spirit, not 
of the World, but which is of God, that 
you may know the deep Things. of God, 
the Things freely given of God, 1 Cor. ii. 
| 1O, 11, 12. By this Spirit making you 
Light in the Lord, Epheſ: v. 8. you know 
the Truth of your State by Nature, as above, 
that you are under Sin, Gal. iii. 22. that all 
of the Old Man is deceitful Luſts, Eph. iv. 
22. and that the Law curſes and condemns 
all Men that ſeek Life from their obey- 
ing it, Gal, iii. 10. for as Man can't per- 
| en OT | S; fectly 
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| featly fulfil it, no Fleſh ſhall be juſtified by 
it, Rom. iii. 20. viii. 3. let 1150 do ever ſo 
much; and you will know you have no 
Strength nor Power of yourſelves, to do any 


Thing ſpiritually and truly good, or ac- | 


ceptable to God, P/al. Ixxxviii. 4. 2 xv. 
5. Rom. v. 6. 2 Cor. iii. 5. And 

Things that God enables you by Grace to 
do, hes x of Sin and Imperfections are as 
filthy Rags, and are only acceptable thro' 


Chriſt, Phil. iii. 9. 1 Peter ii. 5. And you | 
will know that eternal Life and Salvation 


is the Gift of God, his. free Donation, 
merely of his Grace and good Pleaſure, 
without any Merit or Deſert, Luke xii. 32. 
| Rom. vi. 23. Epbeſ. ii. 5, 8. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
And you will know that the Whole of Sal- 
— is, in and through Chriſt, who is the 
God-man Mediator, Luke ii. 30. 1 Tim. ii. 

in whom God choſe his People, and 


Ip adopted them to be his Sons, and bleſſed 
them with all ſpiritual Bleflings, Epbeſ. i. 


3» 4, 5 and in whom they have Redemp- 
tion, the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, Ver. 7. 
in and by whom they have Juſtification, a 
full Diſcharge from Sin; and ſo have Free- 
dom and Deliverance from Condemnation, 
Wrath, and Curſe, Acts xiii. 38, 39. Rom. 
ili. 24, 25. viii. 1 and 33. Gal. iii. 13. f 
THE. i. 10. In him "4 have a * 
Righteouſneſs, as before has been noted: 


He is the all wiſe God to lead and guide 


83 them, 


at thoſe | 


| [ 14 
them, Jai. xlii. 6, 7, 16. P/al. dai 24. 
is full of the tendereſt Bowels of Love ta 
pitythem, and help under all their Sorrows, 
Temptations, and Trials, Exod. iii. 7, 8. 
P/al. eiii. 13. {ſat. xliii. 1, 2. Ixiti. ꝙ. Luke 
11. 78, 79, Jam. v. 11. and is wile, able, and 

faithful, and will be ſure to deliver, 1 Cor. 

* 3. 2 Peter ii. 9. 

I you are born again, you will have a 
Spirit of Prayer; you will not only pray, 
but you will have a Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication poured out upon you, Zech. 
Xii. 10. God has no Stillborn Chidren, all 
the Godly pray, P/al. xxxii. 6. and not in 
Word only, but with the whole Heart, P/al. 
CXIX. 10. they cry to God in a deep Senſe 
of their miſerable, wretched, loſt Condition, 
they apprehend themſelves to be fallen into 
by Sin, P/al. xl. 1, 2. cxxx. 1, 2. Such 
Souls will not need a Book, and perhaps 


no Prayer- Book i in the World will fit. their 


Caſe; as a poor, miſerable, ſtarving Beggar 
needs not Direction to repreſent his Caſe, 
ſo the poor, ſorrowful, and needy Soul, can 
cry unto the Lord for Salvation, who is his 
Help and Deliverer, P/pl. Ixix. 29. Ixx. 5. 
Thus Paul prayed, after the Lord met with 
him, As ix. and ſhewed him his miſerable 
Condition, notwithſtanding all his phari- 
| faical Holineſs; ſo that the Lord puts a 
Behold to it, Ver. 1x. ſurely he had prayed 
many a Time before, but God did not ac- 


count 


BY 
count it Prayer: He calls the Prayers of 
the Unregenerate, Howlings, Hof. vii. 14. 
they having no true Senſe of what they pray 
for, nor have they right Ends in praying ; 
wherefore the Lord abominates it, Prov. 
xv. 8. as the Howlings of Dogs, which is 
Man's Character by Nature, P/a/. lix. 6. 
Matt. vn. 6. xv. 26. But regenerate Souls, 
who are born of the Spirit, and ſo are the 


Children of God, who cry to him in a 


Senſe of their poor, needy, miſerable Con- 
dition, by Sin, the Lord will hear them, 
and fave and deliver from all their Fears, . 
Troubles, and Sorrows, Pſal. xxxiv. 6—17. 
whatſoever theyaſk in Faith they ſhall have, 
Matt. vii. 7. 8, g. 10, IT. John XIV. . 
nay exceedingly abundantly above all they 
can aſk or think, Epbeſ. in. 20. The Lord 
God is a Sun and Shield, the Lord will give 
Grace and Glory, and no good Thing will 
he withold from them that walk uprightly, 
 P/al. Ixxxiv. 11. How 1s it with your 

Souls, can you pour out your Hearts before 
God and find him a Refuge for you, then 

happy is your Caſe, P/al. Ixii. g. cxliv. 15. 
And further, if you are regenerate, you | 
will love to read, ponder, and meditate in. 
the Word of God; if you are born of the 
Spirit, you will deſire, nay you cannot livE 
without the ſincere Milk, 1 Peter ii. 2. 
The Truths, the Doctrines, the Promiſes, 
and the Grace- Manne in wo Word, will 
| 3 
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bs the Meat of your Souls, Yob XXiii. 12. 
Fer. xv. 16. The free Sovereign, everlaſting 
and great Love, and Mercy and Grace of 
God, through Chriſt, will be rich and 
_ pleaſant Food to thy Soul, P/al. Ixiii. 3, 4, 
5. CXIX. 72—10J3. The Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination and Election, is full of ſweet, 
pleaſant and unſpeakable Comfort to you, 
as the 17th Article of the Church ſays it is 
to the Godly: Then you will not hate and 
make a bad Uſe of it; but admire the 
Grace of God towards you in it, P/al. Ixv. 
— mi. 5. nd 
Adoption Grace will be ſweet, Gal. iv. 5, 
Epbeſ. i. 5. Jobn iii. 1. and the glorious 
and everlaſting Covenant, made between 
the divine Three-one, God; which is a 
Covenant of Love and Grace, of Redemp- 
tion and Salvation, of Promiſes, Bleſſings 
of Grace and Glory, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Epheſ. 
i. 3. This well ordered and ſure Covenant, 
will be all your Salvation, and all your De- 
fire: Then Chriſt, the Mediator of this 
Covenant, will be very precious to you, 
precious in the Glory of his Perſon, who 
is God-man ; precious in his Relation he 
bears to his People; being their Head, 
Huſband, Brother, Friend, and their Root, 
Rock, Foundation, and Chief Corner Stone: 
And, in his Offices and Characters, as Prieſt, 
Prophet, King, Shepherd, Leader, and 
Commander; Refuge, * Con- 
ſolation, 


7 
3 and Salvation, which he is, by 
aſſuming our Nature; being made of a 


Woman, made under the Law, to redeem | 


them that were under the Law, Gal. iv. 4, 
5. And as he ſtood in Relation tohis Church, 
as Head and Huſband, and being made un- 
der the ſame Law, his Spouſe had broke, 
though he was the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 
11. 8. Vet for his Church's Sake was made 
poor, 2 Cor. viii. 9. was born in a Stable, 
laid in a Manger, miniſtered to by poor 
Women, had not where to lay his Head; 
when he died, had nothing but his Raiment, 
and not only poor, but a Man of Sorrow, 
and acquainted with Grief; perſecuted in 
his very Infancy, made to flee into Egypt, 
oppoſed trough his Life; they called him 
Beelzebub, rejected his Doctrine, cavilled, 
and ugh to Nate at his Words, and took 
Councel to deſtroy him; which, at their 
h Hour, and the Power of Darkneſs, Luke 
xxii. 53. they thought they had accom- 
pliſhed when they crucified him. TheHigh 
: Prieſts, and Phariſees, * him a De- 
ceiver, Matt. xxvii. 62, 63. But Herod, 
Pilate, the Gentiles, with the People of 
Iſrael, did but what God's Hand and Coun- 
ci] determined before to be done, As iv. 
27, 28. for the Father having laid, imputed, 
or charged the Sins and Iniquities of his 
People unto, or upon him, Jai. liii. 6. he 
Was pleaſed to bruiſe and put him to Grief, 


to 


WE: 
to make his Soul an Offering for Sin, Vet: 
10. for their Sins who are called here his 
Seed, for he had none of his own, 2 Cor. 


vw 20. 1 Peter 1. 22,23, 24. 1 Joch ith . 


but as he had the Sins of his Spouſe, the 
Church, to anſwer for, the Father awakes 
his Sword of Juſtice againſt him, Zech. xiii. 
7. and makes Uſe of wicked Rulers and 
_ Prieſts, as his Sword, P/al. xvii. 13. to 
mock, ſpit upon, ſcourge, condemn, and 
crucify the San of God, and take away his 
Lite or the Sins of his People, Ji. lin. 8. 
Rom. iv. 25. 1 Cor. xv. 3. And though it 
was by the Hands of Men, yet it was the 
bitter Cup the Father gave him to drink; 
2 7 xviii. 11. which he, in Obedience to 
is Father's Will, and love ti his Body the 
Church, Fpbeſ. v. 25. drank it up; gave 
his Back to the Smiters, and his Cheeks to 
them that plucked off the Hair: Hid not 
his Face from Shame and Spitting, Ii. 1: 
6. gave his Life a Ranſom, laid it down, 
gave up the Ghoſt, Matt. xx. 28. John x. 
15. No Man could take it from him if he 
had not laid it down, Ver. 17. he being 
the Prince of Life, As iii. 15. that Jeho- 
vah, who killeth and maketh alive, Deut. 
xxxii. 39. 1 Sam. ii. 6. But from the Love 
of the Father, and his own Love, he gave 
himſelf an Offering and a Sacrifice to God, 
for a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Epbeſ. v. 2. 
Such an Offering and Sacrifice! which - . 
: „ ul 
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full Satisfaction and Atonement for all the 
Sins of the whole Elect Body, the Church; 
Heb. x. 14. God, Father, Son; and Spirit, 

is well pleaſed, intirely delighted in them 
for his Righteouſneſs Sake; he having 
magnified the Law, and made it honourable, 
Tſai. xlii. 21. which is a better Righteouſ- | 
neſs than Adam, or any of his Sons could {| 
have had, if they had not fallen: His Blood 

is the Blood of God-man, Acks xx. 28. his 

Righteouſneſs, the Righteouſneſs of God, 

a Heck Righteouſneſs, Fer. xxiii. 6. 2 

Cor. v. 21. which is unto all, and upon all 
that believe, in which they are all fair, 

Song iv. 7. Now precious Souls, though 

the full, or unregenerate Man, may loath 
theſe Things, and not like this Honey- 
© av. xxvii. 7. yet totheſpiritual Soul; 
who hungers and thirſts after Righteouſ- | 

neſs, whom God will fill with theſe good 

Things, Matt. v. 6. Luke i. 53. which will 
be more deſirable to them than Gold, ſweeter 
than Honey, and the Honey- comb, P/a/. 
 Xix; 10. Chriſt's Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and his Blood, Drink indeed: He is the | 
fatted Calf, the hidden Manna, Bread of f 
God; ſuch as live on it, fare well indeed at 
the King of Kings' Table; ſuch have eter- 
nal Life, and ſhall never die, read the Sixth 
of -Fohn's Goſpel. If you are regenerate, 
you will read and pray that the Lord will 
* your Eyes, or 83 you e 
at 


20 


that you may ſee and know theſe wondrous 
Things out of his Law or Book, P/al. cxix. 
186—144. 

Perſons may be very ſtrict and zealous 
Attenders on public Worſhip, who may be 
Strangers to that Worfhip their Bible re- 
quires, can not tell whether what they have 
been hearing is right, from their ſearching 
and knowing the Scriptures, like the noble 
Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. and may eat the 


Bread and drink the Wine at the Lord's 2 


Supper, who are utter Strangers to eating 
Chriſt's. Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, 
ſpiritually. But ſuch as only have the out- 
ward and viſible Sign, and have not the in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace, ſurely will be 
found wanting when weighegyi . 
lance of God's Sanctuary, th e Scriptures,” 
by the Lord, who will lay Judg ment tot - 
* and Righteouſheſs to # Plummet, 
Lai. xxviii. 17. And many who are very 
honeſt and upright in their Dealings, and 
charitable, which are very good Things, 
(God forbid I hould ſpeak againſt them) O 
that there was more of it in the World} 
Hut many of theſe are very bad Keepers of 
the Sabbath, ſpend Part of their Time in 
Idleneſs, and worldly Converſation ; and 
many in drinking, and Pleaſures, which 
| ſhould: not be done, ai. lviii. 13. and on 
other Days, they walk after the Fleſh in 
1 . the ny in the Pleaſures, 
; | Profits, 


the Bar, 


| 4) | 21 5 8 
Profits, and Honours of it, and do not ſeek 
after God and Chriſt, and alſo are very 
regardleſs of their Tongue; their Words 
have a corrupt and evil Tendency, there's 
no Savour of Grace in them that tends to 
edify, or do good to the Hearers, Epbeſ. iv. 
29. but perhaps ſhew a Contempt of any 
Appearance of Godlineſs, and dare to take 
the glorious and fearful Name of the Lord 
God Deut. xxviii. 58.) in vain, though 
the Command ſays, thou ſhalt not take the 
Name of the Lord thy God in vain; and 
that he will not hold ſuch guiltleſs ; like 
thoſe who ſaid our Lips are our own, who 
is Lord over us? P/al. xii. 4. God and his 


| im ſuch Tongues, as they are 
on Fire of Hell, fo they will be crying 
in Hell Toon, P/al. cxx. 3, 4. James iii. 6. 
it glorious Grace does not prevent, by giving 
Repentance; and many, who are more care- 
ful of Words, have no regard to their 
Thoughts; God is very little, if at all in 
them; but ſome may ſay there is no need 
of all this Strictneſs: But Soul, what does 
the Holy Ghoſt mean, when he ſays, keep 
thy Huw with all Diligence, for out of it 


are the Iſſues of Life? Prov. iv. 2 3- And 


Chriſt, ſpeaking of Iſaiah, Jai. xx. 13. Z 


ALL, 110 ot bridle their Tongues, | RY 15 


Matt. xv. 7, 8, 9. who ſaying, ſuch as pre- | 


tended Worthip and Honour. to God had 
their Hearts far from him; and as it was 
1 2 
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the ſame Spirit, and feeling 
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in Iſaiah's and Chriſt's Time, ſo it is with 


many now. Peter ſays, but as he which 
has called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all 


Manner of Converſation, becauſe it is 


written, be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 Peter 
i. 15, 16, But ſurely ſuch Objectors againſt - 
ſtrict Godlineſs, are Strangers to calling 
Grace, Gal. i. 6—15. to a being regenerate, 
for ſuch lament and mourn they are no 


; more holy, they long to be without Sin, 


Pſal. cxx. 5, 6. Rom. vii. 24. and read, 


hear, and pray that they may be more con- 
formed to Chriſt's Image, in Holineſs of 
Heart, Lip, and Life; but ſuch as are not 


for too much Holineſs, ſhew they haye not 


the Gracious have had in alf 45 _ 
manifeſt through the Word of God. Have 
they any of that Spirit that breath in 
Godly in the Pſalms? Do they know any 


Thing of the Things the Father reveals to 


Babes, that are hid from the Wiſe and 
Prudent? Matt. xi. 25. Or, of the great 
Things contained in the 14th, 15th, 16th, 
and 17th Chapters of John? Of having the 
Comforter abiding with them, the Spirit of 
Truth, whom the World can not receive? 


And of living, becauſe Chriſt lives? And of 


that Peace he leaves and gives to his? And 


: of being in Chriſt, - the true Vine, abiding 


in him, and bringing forth much Fruit to 
the Glory of the F e Father? Of being choſen 


and 


f a3 1 | 
and ordained to that End, and for that 8 
be hated of the World? To have the Spirit 
of Truth, to guide into all Truth, to ſhew 
Chriſt's Things to them? Or to have Sorrow 
of Heart for want of Chriſt's Preſence? To 
have eternal Life given to them from Chriſt? 
His manifeſting the Father's Name to them, 
ſanctify ing them by his Truth; and of their 
being one as the Father is in Chrift, and 
Chriſt in the Father, that they may be one 
in us; and the. Glory which thou gaveſt 
me, I have given them, that they may be 
one, even as we are one, I in them, and thou 
in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one, and that the World may know that 
thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as 
ed me? Thus prays Chriſt for 
Ms, We bas all his Petitions granted and 
fulfilled, & XX. 4, 5. I have but glanced 
at theſe Things ; bat they are as little 
known to moſt Profeſſors as if they were 
not in the Book of God. 
And what do they know of the Epiſtles? 
Do they know any thing of being called of 
Jeſus Chriſt; called to be Saints, called ac- 
cording to God's Purpoſe? Rom. 1. 6, 7. —— 
28. 2 Tin. i. 9. Or of being baptized int 
Jeſus Chriſt into his Death? Of being 
buried with him by Baptiſm into Death, 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead, 
by the Glory of the Father, even ſo they 
walkin Newnetbof Life, _ planted-in 155 
Like⸗ 
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Likeneſsvf Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection? 
Of having the Old Man crucified, with him 
the Body of Sin deſtroyed, that henceforth - 
they ſhould not ſerve Sin, being dead with 
_ Chriſt, and live with him; of being freed 
from Sin, and made Servants to Righteouſ- 


8 neſs, and joying in God, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, having received the Atonement, 
triumphing in a Diſcharge from Sin and 
Condemnation, being juſtified by Faith? 
Read 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th Chapters of * 
Romans, ſee alſo Gal. 2d, 19th, and 2oth. 
If you know theſe Things, precious Souls, 
Doyou know any Thing of being quickened 
from a Death of Sin? Of hearing the Word 

of Truth, of Salvation, and being . 
with the Holy Spirit of Prom 
Earneſt of the Inheritance of th ed 
Poſſeſſion? Of having any of the 9 of 
Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, having the Eyes of your Under- 
ſtanding enlightened, &c. of being made 
nigh to God by the Blood of Chriſt, who is 
his Peoples = ag) Of being built on the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt being the Chief Corner-ſtone? 
Are you God's Workmanſhip, framed by 
him into an holy Temple in the Lord, an 
= AHavbitation of God through the Spirit? Does 
= Chriſt dwell in your Hearts by Faith? Are 
| you filled with all the Fulneſs of God? Is 
© Chriſt ; in you, the Ange of Glory? Is he 

your 


T1%T = 
your All, and in all, ſearch the Epiftles and 
the whole Word, John v. 39. 
But Souls, if you are Stanger to theſs 
Things, Epeſ. ii. 12. and do count them 
ſtrange Things, Ho/. viii. 12. it is much to 


be feared you are them whom Chriſt will 


profeſs he never knew, Matt. vii. 23. You 
being Strangers to him and his Things Here, 
vou will be Strangers to him and Heaven, 
and Glory Hereafter. If you ſay theſe 
Things are enough to make us diſtracted, 


better be diſtracted here than in Hell Tor- : 


ments for ever, where is Weeping and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, where the Worm dies 
not, nor the Fire is not quenched. The 
Plalmiſt, who is now in Glory, ſaid, I am 


as 1250 Stir cady to die, from my Youth 


I While I ſüffer thy Terrors, I am 
NH ed, Pſal. Ixxxviii. 15. which has 
been the Cale of many that are gone to 
Heaven, Pal. xvii. 45. xlii. 7. 2 Cor. i. 
8. Prov. vii. 14. Chriſt himſelf was a Man 


of Sorrow, and he ſays his ſhall have Tribu- 


lation, ohn xvi. 33. Now, Souls, if you 


ſhould not be in Trouble, or plagued like 
theſe other, ar ſtrange Men, (as the World 


accounts them) but ſhould have your Eyes 


Rand out with b atneſs, and have more than 
Heart could wiſh, Pol. Ixxiii. 5—7. Is it 
not a ſlippery Place from whence thou mayſt 
be caſt down to Deſtruction, brought into 
| none: as in a Moment, and utterly 
| „ 
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. with Terrors, Verſes I 3, 19. and 
lie down in Sorrows for ever, Jai. 1. 11. 
Are they not much better who ſuffer with 
Chriſt, who ſhall be glorified with him? 
See Rom. viii. 17, 18. Theſe Children 
chuſe rather to ſuffer Afflictions with the 
People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures 
of Sin for a Seaſon. The new Creature 
Part in them, will ſuffer any Thing rather 
than Sin, 1 John iii. 9, 10. as the Bible and 
Book of Martyrs witneſs; but there is an- 
other Part in them, called the Fleſh, or ' 
.Old Man, which has no Good in it, but 


the Evil of Evils, Sin, Rom. vii. 17, 18, "| 


20. which is in, and has prevailed in the 
beſt of Men, and cauſed them to commit 
great Sins; and none are ſo holy as.t0. ive 
without Sin, Eccle. vii. 20. 1% 8m” 
there will be a great ſtruggle, a continua 
warring between the Old and New Man, 
Sin and Grace, which, though Contraries, 
are in every godly Man, Gen. xxv. 22, 23. 
Gal. v. 17. and though a Troop of Sins 
overcome him, yet, through Chriſt, the 
Captain of their Salvation, they ſhall over- 
come at laſt, Gen. xlix. 19. Grace ſhall 
reign through Righteouſneſs unto eternal 


Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. v. 21. 
2 Precious Souls, do, you know theſe Things 
in your Souls? The evil Part, you and all 
che human Race brought into the World. 


. God given you to be born On 
ave 


— — — 


— — — - 
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have the Grace Part, is divine Principle; 
to wreſtle, ſtruggle, and fig ht againſt, and 
_ overcome the evil Part, or, ale you wholly 
at Peace? Is there not a Reaſon to fear (a 
Danger) Satan, who binds the Mind, keeps 
your Heart, Zuke xi. 21: 2 Cor. iv. 3. 4. 

and that Sin has Dominion, Rom. vi. 14. 
wholly rules, as the 13th Article of the 
Church ſays; Works done before the Grace 
of Chrift; and Inſpiration of his Spirit, are 
not pleafant to God, but have the Nature 
of Sin; which is offenſive to him, and will 
bring Damnation eternal; they ſhall ſoon ' 
Arink of the Wrath of the Almighty, Fob 
xxi. 20. yet are wholly at Eaſe — Quiet, - 
Ver. gg: will not know their Danger of 
eteralkBerifhing, but ſay, to ſuch as ſee it, 
and would Warn them, ſee not; preach not 
tinto us eh Things, ſpeak to us ſmooth 
Things, Preach Deceits, Hai. xxx. 10. Fer. 
v. 31. and I know nothing that I can-ſay 
will make Impreſſion on the rocky, flinty 
Hearts of Men, Jer. v. z. Zecb. viii. 12. 
without the great Power of Jehovah, whoſe 
Word is as a Fire and a Hammer, that can 
melt and break the rocky Heart in Pieces, 
Fer. xxiii. 29. which he does for ſome, 


5 5 of un willing, he makes willing, P/al._. 


by making his Arm and Poet 
ante in the Word, 1/z. lin. 1. Rom. 1. 
16, 1 75% i. 5. It coming not in Word 
only, wen Power, and in the Holy Chaſt, 
| E hes . 
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| the Word comes in ſuch 1 and 2 
Power, 1 Cor. ii. 4. in making Men and | 
Women the Epiſtles of Chriſt, written not 
with Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living 
God; not in Tables of Stone, but in the 
fleſhly Tables of the Heart, 2 Cor. iii. 3. and 
when God thus makes the Heart new, by | 
putting his Spirit into it, Ezet. xxxvi. 20, 
27. and thereby making them new Crea- 
tures, 2 Cor. v. 17. then there will be 4 
Warri ſt Gin, their Souls will be 
vexed » —_ of the World, and their 
1 and Acquaintance's, 2 Peter 
i. 7. but more abundantly they will mourn | 
— ſtrive and fight —42 Sin in them- 
ſelves, and though they cannot Joy 
come it but it will dwell in them "> 
17. yet they don't allow it, but hate at, Ver. f 
1 5. and call themſelves wretehe n Ac- 
count of it, Ver. 24. and abhor Hemſelves, 
and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, Fob xlii. 
6. they can never make Peace with Sin, 
but hate vain Thoughts, Pſa. cxix. 113. 
fight againſt them in the Strength of the 
Lord, and the Power of his Might, Epheſ. 
vi. 10. making Uſe of Gods s Armour, 
the Girdle-of Truth, the Breaſt-Plate of 
. Righteouſneſs, the Shoes of the Prepara- 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace, the Shield of 
Faith; the Helmet of Salvation, the Sword 
of the Spirit; and praying always, with all 
Prayer and Supplication i in the Spirit, Ver. 


-11—18, Now precious Souls, how is it 
with 
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with ou, are you the Soldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt thus accoutred? All Men are under 
Satan's Banner, or Chriſt's. It behoves us 
to know whois our Captain; theſe — 4 
are not written for Cyphers, but for our 
Learning, Rom. xv. 4. If we are Satan's 
Soldiers, have a carnal Mind, which is En- 
mity to God, Rom. viii. 6, 7. it will end 
in Death, in eternal Miſeries and Periſhing. 
The Enemies of the Lord ſhall be as the 
Fat of Lambs, they ſhall conſume, into 
Smoke ſhall the 8 away, Eſal. xxxvii. 
20. and the Plalmiſt puts a Lo upon it, to 
ſhew the 2 and Sureneſs of its be- 


ing ſo, fal. xcii. ö 2 
of ; N we arc liked under Chriſt, fight | 


unde Nedeemer'“ s Banner, there id no 
Haza t ſure Victory, 1 Cor. ix. 26. he 
being Je ah, the Lord of Hoſts, ſuch a 
Man of War, fo ſtrong and mighty in 


Battle, Exod. xv. 3. Pſal. xxiv. 8. has made 
an End of Sin, aboliſhed Death, deſtroyed 
the Devil, is.the Author of eternal Salva- 
tion, and he being the Captain of .the-Hoſts 
of the Lord, 7% v. 14, 15. he will make 
all that fight under him more than Con- 
querors, Rom. viii. 37. for though they 
have no Wiſdom nor Power of their own, 
he is the everlaſting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the Ends of the Earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary; there is noſearching. 


oy his e * giveth * to 


— — —2 —— — " . — — — - 


30 | 
the Faint, and to chem that * ny 
Might he increaſeth Strength. Though 
Vouths and young Men (ſuch who are 15 
of their own Strength, Gen. Xi. 4. La. ix. 
10.) -ſhall be weary and fall; But they bat 
wait upon the Lord (attend on him as their 
Captain) ſhall renew. their Strength; they 
ſhall mount up with Wings as Eagles; they 


ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk : 


and not faint, Jai. xl. 28—31. Theres no 
Troop ſo great but they can run through it, 
no Wall ſo high but they can leap over, 
no Place ſo high but their Hind's Feet can 
Alimb it, no War exceeds the Skill of help: 
Hands, no Steel Bow but What their 
Arms can break; the Whole bei 

from God, whoſe Way is per 
their Buckler, the alone Jehova, 

is a Rock and our God; hawWFds witk 
Strength, makes their Way p fed, per- 
forms, does all in, and for them, and then 
it muſt and ſhall be done, read P/o/m 18th, 
for though they may be as bruiſed Reeds, 
and as fmoking Flax, may labour under 
Darkneſs, Temptations, and Unbelief, cant 
think a comfortable Thought, yet their 
merciful and faithful High Fried i is able to 
ſuccour them; he will not break nor 
quench them, though as bruiſed Reeds 
or ſmoking Flax, but will bring forth Judg- 
ment unto Victory, Hai. xlii. 3. Heb. ii. 


Ih 18. His Grace thall be. ſul ficient for 
- > them, 


- 4 "Ub —_— = 4 
them, bin Strength wilf be made pgrfedt in 
their Weakneſs, 2 Cor. xii. 9. But I have 
much exceeded my firſt Intention, and ſtill 
find my Heart enlarged to you, 2 Cor. vi. 
II, for your Salvation, your Souls being of 

more Value than the World: But I ſhall 
leave, at this Time, what I have written, 
to him who worketh all Things after the 
Counſel of his own Will. Epbeſ. i. 11. 
Tf the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved (or 

| be ſaved with much Difficulty, and many 

Fears, though they ſhall ſurely be ſaved) 

where ſhall the Sinner and Ungodly ap- 

a 1 Peter i iv. 18. He that is our God., 

of Salvation, and unto 1— the 


5 = of ſuch an one as — on 
is F * P/al. Ixviii. 20, 21. 
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